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Overview
Probate is the legal and financial process involved 
in dealing with the property, money & possessions 
of a person who has died. Where there is a will, 
the person responsible for dealing with this 
process is the appointed Executor who will 
usually need to apply to the Probate Registry 
for a Grant of Probate. If a person dies without 
a will, it will usually be up to a spouse or family 
member to apply to the Probate Registry for a 
Grant of Letters of Administration.

From our offices in Cornwall, RRL provides 
an unrivalled combination of legal specialists, 
accountants and Chartered Tax Advisers to 
assist you through the Probate process. We 
can ensure that all possible tax exemptions 
and reliefs are utilised and that available 
planning opportunities are identified.

You can view the profiles of our Probate 
team here.

https://www.rrlcornwall.co.uk/our-experts/probate-team/
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Why RRL?

We are the only independent Cornish firm of 
Chartered Accountants and Chartered Tax Advisers 
that offers a complete Probate service. Our 
in-house Probate team offers a high level of 
expertise and a friendly service.

We can manage the entire process on your 
behalf, ensuring that you are kept up-to-date 
with every step. As Chartered Tax Advisers, we 
can also seek to optimise the Inheritance Tax 
reliefs available and ensure that nothing is missed. 
Our combined level of in-house Probate and 
tax expertise is unrivalled in Cornwall, ensuring 
that the Probate process goes as smoothly as 
possible for our clients.

At the outset of the matter, RRL will provide 
you with an option of either an upfront fixed 
fee calculated on the likely work required or 
an hourly rate.

It is possible to vary the contents of the will 
of the deceased up to two years after their 
death, which may provide the opportunity to 
save significant amounts of Inheritance Tax. 
Our Tax Team can review the will and Estate 
assets in order to ensure that the tax saving 
opportunities are not missed. 

Our sister firm, RRL Wills Limited, provides Wills, 
Powers of Attorney and Deeds of Variation 
preparation services,  providing security, peace 
of mind and freedom of choice when dealing 
with complex situations. Contact RRL Wills 
here.

https://wills.rrlcornwall.co.uk/contact-us/
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What it Costs
The cost of dealing with Probate can often 
depend on the complexity of the Estate and the 
level of assistance that is required. We offer the 
option of a fixed fee service or for charges to 
be calculated on an hourly rate basis.

The usual process for dealing with a standard 
Estate broadly is shown via the steps on the 
next page. 

Grant only service
Our Grant only service is only available for 
Estates that are not taxable to Inheritance Tax 
and where the Executor provides us with all 
of the information required to complete the 
Probate paperwork.

• Where a simplified Inheritance Tax account 
is submitted – £1,450 + VAT.

• Where a full Inheritance Tax account is 
submitted – £2,950 + VAT.

Full Estate Administration 
service
This involves completing all of the administration 
steps identified on the next page.

Straightforward Estates (IHT205)

For the administration of a straightforward Estate, 
we would estimate needing to spend between 
15 to 20 hours at an hourly rate of £225 + VAT. 
Our overall costs would be likely to be between 
£3,375 + VAT and £4,500 + VAT.

We would consider an Estate straightforward 
on the basis that the Estate is not subject to 
Inheritance Tax, does not require a full Inheritance 
Tax account to be submitted to HMRC and there 
is not a large number of assets to administer.

This would include Estates with one or more 
of the following factors:

• A large number of assets, including properties 
and investments.

• A complicated will with a large number 
of beneficiaries or the creation of a trust.

• Ambiguities in the will.

• Business or farming interests.

• A full Inheritance Tax account is required 
and there is an Inheritance Tax liability.

• A dispute has arisen or a claim is made 
against the Estate.

• There is no will and a genealogist’s report 
(family tree) is required and beneficiaries 
need to be traced.

• Dealing with the Income Tax and Capital 
Gains Tax position for the tax year to the 
date of death and during the administration 
period.

In providing our upfront fixed fee or an estimate 
of our charges at an hourly rate, we would 
consider the number of complex factors 
and the likely number of hours required to 
complete everything. More complex Estates 
may take upwards of 25 hours to complete 
and our overall fees may be between £5,625 
+ VAT and £20,000 + VAT.
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How much does it cost to apply 
for Probate?

During Probate some of the following payments 
to third parties may be required from the Estate:

• Probate Registry fee – £273 + £1.50 per copy

• Notices to creditors – £155 to £200

• Valuation fees for property, personal possessions 
and shares

• Conveyancing and Estate agent fees if selling 
property

• Bankruptcy searches for beneficiaries

• Insurance premiums

RRL’s charges will be based on the complexity 
of the Estate and the amount of work you would 
like us to carry out. The complexity of the Estate 
is dependent on various factors, including the 
number of assets, foreign assets, business interests, 
significant gifts made prior to death, Inheritance 
Tax to calculate and reliefs and exemptions to 
be applied for.

Where Estates are complex, HMRC will often make 
enquiries about assets and query valuations. RRL 
provides a unique and free fee protection policy 
to all taxable Estates, providing protection from 
any additional costs that have to be incurred in 
negotiating with HMRC.  We see this as a unique 
and exceptional benefit of our service, in addition 
to us having the tax expertise to competently 
deal with any HMRC enquiry.

At the outset of the matter, RRL will provide 
you with an option of either:

• an upfront fixed fee calculated on the 
likely work required; or

• an hourly rate (currently £225 + VAT) 
with an estimate of our costs based on 
the likely time required. Our hourly rate is 
calculated to reflect the range of expertise 
and experience within our team. 

https://www.markelpay.co.uk/rrl/fee-protection
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The usual process for dealing with a standard Estate broadly follows these steps:
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Timescale

We work as efficiently as possible to complete the 
administration of the Estate. However, some factors 
are outside of our control such as delays at the 
Probate Registry or with HMRC.

We would aim to complete a Grant only application 
within three months.

The full administration of a straightforward Estate 
can take up to twelve months but it is possible 
for smaller Estates to be completed in a shorter 
timescale.

We would look to give you our best estimate as to 
timescale at the outset of the matter and we could 
let you know if any other factors (such as disputes 
or foreign assets) may affect how quickly everything 
can be finalised.



Updated December 2021.

This publication has been prepared by RRL LLP. It is to be treated as a 
general guide only and is not intended to be a comprehensive statement 
of the law or represent specific tax advice. No liability is accepted for the 
opinions it contains, or for any errors or omissions. All rights reserved.

If you would like to find out more about our Probate offering, please 
contact Nick Latimir:

01872 276116 / 01736 339322

nick.latimir@rrlcornwall.co.uk

www.rrlcornwall.co.uk

mailto:nick.latimir%40rrlcornwall.co.uk?subject=SDLT
http://www.rrlcornwall.co.uk
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